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ourselves   to   forget    this     fact    contrary    to     that
emphatic direction.

I know that there are elements amongst us who
are too fond of slurring over these fundamentals,
who look longingly to office, and who have even
compromised the dignity of our great cause and
of the Congress by discussing the personnel of
ministries long before the question of acceptance
or non-acceptance of ministerial office has been de-
cided by the All-India Congress Committee. What-
ever their views may be on this issue, whatever
the decision of the A. I. C. C. might be, I would
have them remember, now and for the future, that
no Congressman, worthy of his name, no Congress
member of a legislature, can act except with the
dignity and discipline that our cause and organisa-
tion demand. 1 would have them remember the
Election Manifesto and the Congress resolutions on
the basis of which they sought the suffrage of the
people. Let no one forget that we have entered
the legislatures not to co-operate in any way with
British imperialism but to fight and end this Act
which enslaves and binds us. Let no one forget
that we fight for independence.

What is this Independence ? A clear, definite,
ringing word, which all the world understands,
with no possibility of ambiguity. And yet, to our
misfortune, even that word has become an object
of interpretation and misinterpretation. Let us.be
clear about it. Independence means national freedom
in the fullest sense of the word; it means, as our
pledge has stated, a severance of the British connec-